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We like the delicate and feminine side of the wine, a 
very smart expression of a new world /modern Syrah. 
Christian Eedes says it all when he comments: “The 
hallmark of Trizanne Barnard’s wines seems to be 
her utter respect for fruit – what she makes is hardly 
mainstream but it isn’t wilfully alternative, either.”  
Couldn’t have phrased it better!
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WineAbout the
Destemmed but not crushed, matured for 
14 months in old French oak.  Definitely 
Syrah in style, light touch with solid core of 
dry tannins and lifted acidity.  Made from 
various vineyards in Elim, this wine does not 
hide its cool-climate origins and definitely for 
the better; delicate in structure it packs a 
punch in tightness. 
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Winemaker
About the farm &

Smart, beautiful, fun, what is not to like 
about Trizanne Barnard?  

Having cut her teeth first at Klein 
Constantia and French-backed SA venture 
Anwilka, Trizanne claims she was destined 
for winemaking having “scored an A for 
‘bak en brou’ in pre-primary.” That and 
a Stellenbosch degree and internships in 
Australia, France and Portugal might have 
helped a bit! 

Trizanne decided to fly solo in 2008 when she 
founded her eponymous Trizanne Signature 
Wines. “The four invaluable years at Anwilka 
and my international experience gave me the 
confidence to start my own brand. Since the 
very first vintage my focus has always been 
on two very diverse wine regions, namely 
Elim and the Swartland.”    

Making cracker wines and raising two future 
surfer dudes keeps her busy. “I have 2 boys, 2 
years and 4 years old and they love anything 
with wheels – so we play cars up and down 
the passage.”  

When she’s not making wines, Trizanne 
spends her time surfing, surfing and more 
surfing.  “I feel that the ocean recharges me, 
and teaches patience and respect for nature.”  

Coincidentally, we love the name our hip 
winemakeress chose for her Border Collie: 
Wax Barnard (named after the famous 
surfboard coating sex wax – if you surf you 
know what this is… otherwise you can look 
it up…). 

*Editor’s Note: the connection between 
winemaking and surfing is becoming a real 
thing we will have to start exploring further 
it seems.

VintageAbout the
2013 will probably go down as a B+ vintage especially 
now that we know what 2014 and 2015 hold in store.  

Trizanne recalls 2013 as a “particularly good year 
for the Syrah, cooler vintage, long ripening, and 
extraordinary spiciness from the 2 blocks, which I hope 
the vineyards manage to achieve again in the future 
vintages.”  

When asked about specific anecdotes relating to this 
wine Trizanne has “nothing [to report] out of the 
ordinary”, apart from a parculiar type of avian warfare 
“trying to blow up/ electrocute the alien sparrows 
destroying our vineyards (perhaps not for the Green 
Peace groupies).”

A free bottle of TSW Reserve Syrah for the first 
person to successfully guess the origins of Trizanne’s 
name.  (Clue : it was derived from the names of her 
two grandmothers).  
NO CHEATING. 

Quizz of the Month

Elim region, directly influenced by ocean proximity; 
soils are mostly lime and chalk over decomposed sand 
stone and quartz.

SoilsRegion &

Trizanne would not pair her wine with zoo biscuits.

Bad pairing ideas
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Because it’s a really really good white wine, but 
also it straddles the line between a summer and 
autumn friendly wine
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A very tall gentleman with a deceptively Nordic 
appearance. One could easily picture him 
carrying a double-sided axe and confuse him for 
Hagar.   

After graduating with a Viticulture and 
Oenology degree from Stellenbosch University 
in 2005 and extensive travels/harvests around 
the world, Donovan returned to SA in 2007 for a 
season in the Swartland and never looked back. 

Unlike most, Donovan was a true independent 
from the word go.  His gig at Vuurberg, where 
he took over the winemaking in 2010, gives this 
gentle giant a chance to compose different wines 
from different regions, playing the SA terroir 
like a multi-talented one-man-band.  

Whether making wine under his own label or 
for Vuurberg, the focus is always on one white 
and one red blend produced by hand in tiny 
quantities from the most unique sites. 
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About the 

“The winemaking is simple”, says the man.  
“Each parcel is allowed to ferment and mature 
naturally in order to express the character of 
each vineyard.”  

“Working closely with growers in the Swartland 
and Stellenbosch to secure the best possible fruit 
at the optimal ripeness and balance is the most 
important and first step in making these wines.

The hands-off winemaking approach that is 
followed is only possible if the vines are low 
yielding and the growth is in balance. As a 
result, no acidification and additions of yeast or 
nutrients is needed once in the cellar.  

The white varietals are pressed whole-bunch in a 
tiny basket press and transferred to barrel with 
minimal settling and SO2. Here fermentation 
occurs naturally where after the wines are left 
on the gross lees to mature for 10 months before 
blending and bottling.

WineAbout the
Our assessment: a very complex blend.   Putting 
these wines together is anything but an act of 
random tank-filling. The selection of grape/
terroir combinations is reminiscent of a musical 
arrangement orchestrated by a great maestro.  
The result: a grandiose and unique composition.  

From the Donovan’s release notes we gather: 
after a great 2012 vintage, 2013 shows even 
more promise and freshness than before with 
grapes ripening at lower sugar levels.

Stellenbosch Chenin, Viognier, Semillon and 
Verdelho along with Rousanne and Grenache 
blanc from the Voor-Paardeberg appellation 
and a newly added parcel of Swartland Chenin. 
This 2013 certainly is rich and concentrated but 
also shows more freshness as a result of earlier 
picking.

The nose shows marmalade, limes and burnt 
orange peel with some floral notes. Minerality 
leads on the palate with fresh citrus and a waxy, 
honeyed finish. Enjoy now or over the next 5 
years with oysters and rich shellfish dishes.

WeWhat Think
(Why we picked it)
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Winemaker
About the 

The grapes for this wine come from all over 
– Stellenbosch, Paarl, Perdeberg, Swartland.  
Truly “independent” in spirit, this uniquely South 
African approach to winemaking is gaining a lot 
of momentum locally and internationally.  Watch 
this pace for a re-definition of “Cape Blends” in 
the making.   

SoilsRegion &


